
 
RABAT SUMMER PROGRAM 

SUMMER 2019 COURSES 
June 1– July 14 (6 weeks) 

 

Students may choose 2 courses. 

Except where noted, all courses carry 3 credits.  

BUSINESS 
BUS 301 International Business 

Businesses face a new dynamic, issue that poses significant challenges as well as 
opportunities – the need to “green” their products and services. Many analysts forecast 
that environmentally driven businesses will represent one of the world’s major forces 
and industries in the 21st century. This course also analyzes issues of constant change by 
focusing on the internet and robotics, info-tech and social media in the promotional 
mix, legal and ethical practice, entrepreneurial activity, socially responsible business 
and business culture and etiquette. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

COMMUNICATIONS  
COM 315 Practice of Journalism (European Newsrooms tour) ** 

This is a hands-on approach to journalism. Students will work with a former Nieman 
Fellow and internationally renowned reporters. Through lectures, site visits to media 
companies and meetings with prominent practitioners and scholars, students will tackle 
major Moroccan contemporary issues such as freedom of the press, the Moroccan 
political landscape and human rights. The course will take the students on a one-week 
journey across Europe (Madrid, Paris, and Belgium) during which they will visit major 
media outlets and meet with European journalists. 
**Additional course fee required 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

COM/IR 316 Media and Conflict (European Newsrooms tour) ** 
This course examines the role media plays in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity. The course will take the students on a one-week 
journey across Europe (Madrid, Paris, and Belgium) during which they will visit major 
media outlets and meet with European journalists. 
**Additional course fee required 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

COM 317 International Journalism (European Newsrooms tour) ** 
Journalism is caught in the vortex of globalization, the advent of the internet and its 
corollary: the waning of the traditional media business model, public defiance and 
receding democratic principles and the changing nature of armed conflicts and 
violence. This course provides the knowledge and theoretical scaffolding to 
comprehend the state of journalism in the world today. Through country and media case 
studies, it will study the momentous implications of a debilitated media sphere and the 
prospect for its resurgence. The course will take the students on a one-week journey 
across Europe (Madrid, Paris and Belgium) during which they will visit major media 
outlets and meet with European journalists.  
**Additional course fee required 
 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 



CROSS CULTURAL STUDIES 
CCS/HIS 360 Introduction to Moroccan Culture 

This course aims to provide students with the intellectual tools to understand Moroccan 
society's contemporary issues. An introduction to Moroccan history, religious 
background, political and economic structure, and evolution are necessary to make 
sense of the current societal and political affairs. The course has a strong experiential 
dimension. Students will visit major governmental and non-governmental organizations 
and will meet with civil society activists, politicians and public officials centrally 
involved in the major topics they will study. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

CCS/REL 
365 

Women in Islam 
What does it mean to be a woman in an Islamic society today? The course will tackle 
this question by providing students with the adequate historical and religious 
background. Women’s rights will be addressed through issues such as education, 
economic opportunities, the veil, female circumcision, forced weddings, and honor 
killings. The course will treat these issues in context through meetings and discussions 
with women’s rights activists, policymakers and scholars from diverse ideological 
backgrounds. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

HISTORY 
HIS/POL 
320 

History and Politics in North Africa/the Middle East  
How can we make sense of today’s Middle East and North Africa political situation? 
How does recent history explain the current issues the region faces? These are the 
questions this course intends to address. It provides an overview of some of the most 
salient issues of contemporary Middle Eastern politics. It tackles these issues by 
examining the combination of key factors such as nation-State building, resistance to 
colonialism, oil politics, human rights, the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and 
globalization.  
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

HIS/CCS 360 Introduction to Moroccan Culture 
This course aims to provide students with the intellectual tools to understand Moroccan 
society's contemporary issues. An introduction to Moroccan history, religious 
background, political and economic structure, and evolution are necessary to make 
sense of the current societal and political affairs. The course has a strong experiential 
dimension. Students will visit major governmental and non-governmental organizations 
and will meet with civil society activists, politicians and public officials centrally 
involved in the major topics they will study. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
IR/COM 316 Media and Conflict (European Newsrooms tour) ** 

This course examines the role media plays in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity. The course will take the students on a one-week 
journey across Europe (Madrid, Paris, and Belgium) during which they will visit major 
media outlets and meet with European journalists. 
**Additional course fee required 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

IR/POL 324 US Foreign Politics in the Middle East 
This course addresses U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East and North Africa from the 
18th century through the present day. The course focuses on the period beginning in the 
mid-20th century when the US became a major external power in the region. The main 
topics explored in this course include the Cold War, the US-Israel alliance, the 
consequences of the Iranian revolution, the wars in Iraq, the fight against terrorism to 
the rise of ISIS. The course will be articulated around the four major US foreign policy 
determinants in the region: secure access to oil, stemming terrorism threats from the 
region, preventing any hostile power from exerting undue control over the region, and 
ensuring Israel's security.  This course has a comparative dimension thanks to the one-
week European tour during which the student will visit Madrid, Paris, and Brussels. 
They will meet with officials, scholars and civil society activists involved in European 
foreign policy in the Middle East and North Africa. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 



IR/POL/REL 
350 

Introduction to Islam  
This course is an introduction to the study of Islam. It explores the diverse 
interpretations of Islam and their evolutions since the emergence of the third Abrahamic 
religion in 610 CE.  Particular attention will be paid to the political, sociological and 
economic contexts in which Islam has evolved through the ages. The course focuses on 
the classical and modern periods of Islamic history. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

LANGUAGE 
ARAB 101 
(in Arabic) 

Elementary Modern Standard Arabic   
An introduction to the phonology and writing system of modern standard Arabic, its 
basic vocabulary and structure. Students will learn foundations of Arabic script and 
build vocabulary to read and engage in simple conversation. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

ARAB 201 
(in Arabic) 

Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic I 
The course aims to continue developing the phonology and writing system of modern 
standard Arabic, its vocabulary and structure at the intermediate to high intermediate 
level.   
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

ARAB 301 
(in Arabic) 

Advanced Modern Standard Arabic I 
The course aims to continue developing the phonology and writing system of modern 
standard Arabic, its vocabulary and structure at the advanced level.   

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
POL 320 History and Politics in North Africa/the Middle East  

How can we make sense of the political situation in today’s Middle East and North 
Africa? How does recent history explain the current issues the region faces? These are 
the questions this course intends to address. It provides an overview of some of the 
most salient issues of contemporary Middle Eastern politics. It tackles these issues by 
examining the combination of key factors such as nation-state building, resistance to 
colonialism, oil politics, human rights, the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and 
globalization.  
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

POL/IR 324 US Foreign Politics in the Middle East 
This course addresses U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East and North Africa from the 
18th century through the present day. The course focuses on the period beginning in the 
mid-20th century when the US became a major external power in the region. The main 
topics explored in this course include the Cold War, the US-Israel alliance, the 
consequences of the Iranian revolution, the wars in Iraq, the fight against terrorism to 
the rise of ISIS. The course will be articulated around the four major US foreign policy 
determinants in the region: secure access to oil, stemming terrorism threats from the 
region, preventing any hostile power from exerting undue control over the region, and 
ensuring Israel's security.  This course has a comparative dimension thanks to the one-
week European tour during which the student will visit Madrid, Paris, and Brussels. 
They will meet with officials, scholars and civil society activists involved in European 
foreign policy in the Middle East and North Africa. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

POL/IR/REL 
350 

Introduction to Islam  
This course is an introduction to the study of Islam. It explores the diverse 
interpretations of Islam and their evolutions since the emergence of the third Abrahamic 
religion in 610 CE.  Particular attention will be paid to the political, sociological and 
economic contexts in which Islam has evolved through the ages.  The course focuses on 
the classical and modern periods of Islamic history. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

RELIGION 
REL/IR/POL 
350 

Introduction to Islam  
This course is an introduction to the study of Islam. It explores the diverse 
interpretations of Islam and their evolutions since the emergence of the third Abrahamic 
religion in 610 CE.  Particular attention will be paid to the political, sociological and 
economic contexts in which Islam has evolved through the ages.  The course focuses on 
the classical and modern periods of Islamic history. 
 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 



REL/CCS 
365 

Women in Islam 
What does it mean to be a woman in an Islamic society today? The course will tackle 
this question by providing students with the adequate historical and religious 
background. Women’s rights will be addressed through issues such as education, 
economic opportunities, the veil, female circumcision, forced weddings, and honor 
killings. The course will treat these issues in context through meetings and discussions 
with women’s rights activists, policymakers and scholars from diverse ideological 
backgrounds. 
 

MON TO THU 
JUNE 1 – JULY 
14 

 


